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Janet Seaton Humphrey 
Could I ha~e your full name please? 
JH: Janet Seaton Humphrey, at the moment Glover. 
RS: okay, and, uh, where were you born? 
JH: Ashland, Kentucky. 
RS: What is your ffiirth date? 
JH: Seven, twenty-five, twaaty-five. 
RS: Could you give me a brief biographical sketch coming 
up to, say college days? 
JH: Weil I grew up in Ashland, Kentucky. My family were 
early pioneers here. I had one, something or other 
grandfather who was in the first legislature of Kentucky. 
I have always been active, had always been active in 
political matters. But I've always been active in almost 
anything else that's going around, uh, •• 
RS: Where did you go to college? 
JH: I went to a preparatory school at Abner Academy, which is 
now Andover in Andover, Massachusetts L RS: Um, rnmrn._/. 
And I went to college at Connecticut college in London, 
Connecticut. It was then a college for women. It is 
now coed, uh, actually started to get involve in the NAACP 
and they said there's a lot worse places _in Kentucky 
(laughter). So I just thought there was a need to do 
work there. Then when I went to, I came back to Ashland, 
worked in Chicago for a while. Came back to Ashland, 
worked for the Red Cross, organized the Junior Red Cross 
in Boyd County. 
RS: Um, mmm. 
JH: Which was very interesting, and again, did volunteer 
work and John Dietrich wanted me to meet Senator and 
Mrs. Cooper. And I did all the decorations for a 
Lincoln Day dinner, set beside them at the dinner, was 
subsequently offered a job in the Senator's office, that 
set on his desk for a year as did a lot of things. 
RS: Did the offer of the job in his office come directly 
from him, from Senator Cooper? 
JH: Uh, yes. But mainly through John Dietrich. He said, 
rroh you've got the job." But then I never hear from 
the Senator. But I know how the piles on his desk 
stacked up. He was always so conscientious that he would 
want to sign a lot of things himself. And the hours in 
the days were not long enough. But I had definately a 
job offered through Senator Cooper. But I was offered 
a job via John Dietrich again in Senator Morton's office, 
but I really didn't think I cared to work for Senator 
Morton. 
RS: Why is that ? 
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JH: Uh, I didn't think Senator Morton had the substance 
that Senator Cooper did. 
RS: What did you do, uh, in your first, say two years in 
Senator Cooper's office? 
JH: You name it. I chaffeured, he wanted me on the front 
desk unfor~unately people on the front desk are considered 
receptionist and they do not get commensurate salary. 
To my way of thinking office should be established for 
people have their first impression on the front desk and 
secondly, where your files are good. And most offices 
d~ not pay the same way . But I walked into the office 
one day, on the second of January, I was told I had to 
go on the first and I thought nobody in their right mind 
is going to be working on the first of January (laughter). 
So I walked into the office, left my suitcase with some 
friends, and half the office was out sick with the flu 
and they thought I was a constituent and I said no I'm 
suppose to work here LRS : (Laughs . )_/ . Which was par 
for the course, we never knew who was coming into work. 
They just appeared and you kind of realized eventually 
that, "Oh this is the new one in the office . " That was 
lovely. And the person that took me around the Senate~ 
Office Building introducing me fin a l t y said this is my 
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replacement. I felt like the village idiot then . But 
what do you do, you just do it. And so I was, the 
reason I think I was hired was because the Senator 
figured that I knew people in Kentucky and more or less 
who was who . And he needed someone, the girl who'd 
been on the front desk had not known, well she was a 
little lightweight anyway and, uh, so I just cleaned 
out a desk . I thought it was a girl who I, whose desk 
I was replacing. It was somebody else's desk who'd just 
left . So the first day they said clean out your desk so 
I !spent the first day doing that . Trying to figure out 
what was going on. And they gave me all sort of tests 
which I never really understood for the first week or 
so because no one really told me that there was this 
congenial office and, you know, things just work out. 
RS : What would you, uh, say brought you into the forefront 
in the 1960 campaign, where you served as co - chairman? 
JH: Mrs . Cooper. 
RS: Why? 
JH: Mrs. Cooper was a strong, backup influence, a lot 
stronger than I think most people realize . And she 
wanted someone, I really think that she and the Senator 
could depend on and didn't want someon e that they couldn't 
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trust. And they knew they could trust me. So I quit 
my job. In most campaigns people in the Washington 
offices do not quit their jobs but Senator Cooper said 
no, I would prefer you quit your job. So I quit for 
six months. Set up an apartment and the headquarters 
down in Louisville and Iwwas so honest. I wish I hadn't 
been quite so honest because I got an apartment and I 
would entertain, feed most of the campaign crew and 
the rest of them were living at the Brown Hotel and 
going to the races and I never did any of that. I would 
aJerage, well once we got the headquarters set up, and 
that took a while getting everything organized and 
campaign literature and all that. I'd average about 
two or three days, maybe less than that in Louisville 
and the rest of the time on the road. And the Coopers, 
Mrs. Cooper, friends of Senator Cooper, whatever had 
chartered a bus and they reorganized the bus. Had a, 
have you heard about the bus ffiefore? 
RS: I don't believe so. 
JH: Wellwwhere the fuuggage compartment was they built a 
platform that would come out and, if we hit some county 
seat where there was no place for him to talk they was 
a platform and a microphone and it was arranged so 
u aut::n .. .:, ecn:.on Humpnrey b 
between one town to another or in one town we could 
invite people on for cokes or coffee or, and it made a 
much easier way. to campaign. Now Senator cooper did 
not usually travel on the bus. Larry, uh, oh boy, 
they were twins. 
RS: Smith? 
JH: Larry Smith, uh, drove him most of the time. 
RS: From Somerset? 
JH: Yeah. So that he and the Senator would go on ahead and 
the bus would follow and about five minutes out of town, 
they had the loud speakers, and we'd start playing the 
i 
campaign music and saying whatever, "vote for Sen a tor 
Cooper," whatever. rt ·was, uh, but it, when you have 
to travel that much it made it a lot easier. However, 
nine times out of ten I had to go by car or one time I 
ended up chartering a plane with somebody to get someplace 
I was suppose to speak and I'm not a public speaker. In 
fact it doesn't thrill me too much but anyway ••• Oh 
heavens. 
RS: Thank you, I forgot my tobacco. 
JH: Oh, I'm sorry that's one thing I dontt have (laughter). 
RS: Uh, what would you, uh, how would you characterize the 
strategy of the 1960 campaign? 
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JH: lt was very, very interesting to me because the first 
week or two Senator Cooper was running his own campaign . 
And in mid - stream almost he never announced it, but all 
of a sudden he realized Nixon needed the support and he 
quit running his campaign and he ran the campaign for 
Nixon. 
RS: Now was this not only in Kentucky but nationwide? 
JH : Well . • • 
RS: Primarily in Kentucky? 
JH: Well Senator Cooper was running for office and this was 
his first year elected term, you know, he had been 
a appointed three times (coughs) . And I will say, well 
Kentucky is a vital belt. And I will say I'm sure his 
campaigning helped because it was almost uncanny what 
the political powers that be always put the pressure 
on him . Like Eisenhower appointed him to India and 
then denying it. He was always a strong party person 
and he was always very strong for Pulaski County and 
the Party. cause he said he'd never gotten elected if 
it weren't for those two . He was very loyal then. 
RS : But not to the point, not to the point, uh, of compromising 
his convictions? 
JH : Oh, he had more vetos against his bills with Eisenhower 
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(laughter) than anybody else on record. No, he wouldn't 
compromise. 
RS: How would you characterize the tactics used by the 
Republican Party in the 1960 campaign? 
JH: It's hard to say. I knew Senator Cooper's basic plan 
but when you're out campaigning you don't have time to 
say, "Hey, tJ-' .~ust for a minute, what are you doing 
here?" And I'm afraid my friend Mr. Nunn was just a 
little envious that I was on the road cause he kind of 
wanted the statewide publicity so he didn't really talk 
i 
to' me that much. I just watched as the campaign evolved 
and went with it. 
RS: You said that you had a pretty good idea of what Senator 
Cooper wanted of the campaign, LJH: That's right.J 
what was that? 
JH: He just wanted a good, honest race and I was co-chairman 
to keep it honest. Not that some of the others wouldn't 
have been honest but maybe a little shady. 
RS: And do you think some of this shadiness actually did occur? 
JH: Yeah, I think it darn well could have. 
RS: In what ways? 
JH: Oh, this being a bible belt state it, uh, unfortunately, 
I think, uh, some of them played up to catholic interests. 
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Which I didn't, Senator Cooper would not have approved 
of nor do I. He and Jack Kennedy were good friends. 
But I think some of them did subtilestly play that up. 
And I was trying to think, the opening day was in 
Lancaster, Kentucky, pouring down rain, and something 
had been left on the chairs in the auditorium there. 
Which was very interrogatory, I can't remember now 
what it was. 
RS: Some sort of anti-catholic track? 
JH: I can't remember if it was anti - Catholic or anti - Negro. 
Bdt it was, all of us rushed around like crazy picking 
these things up before the rest of the people came in. 
Now at Kentucky, having had friends that worked for, 
say Rhode Island Senators, and they talk about the 
Italo-wnerican vote and this, that, and the other vote 
and I said laudsey, in Kentucky we don't have all that. 
We 1 ve got a pretty safe, reliable vote. But when they 
talked about campaigns and particularly doing with the 
states. Trying to organize one group or another group 
it was devastating. 
RS: You didn't have any of that in Kentucky, say with the, 
I put it in terms of sectional votes, Eastern Kentuckjans, 
Western Kentuckians, Southern Kentuckians? 
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JH: Oh, well you always figure which counties, which districts. 
This is one thing I tried to do in West Kentucky. The, 
it's predominately Democrat, and I said well my goodness 
if you just reregister you have a two party system. 
But, 11well we like to kill off the ones we don't like 
in the Democrat Party. 11 Which I thought was the mo st 
insolent. But Western Kentucky is still almost strictly 
Democrat. Now Senator Cooper, of course, had mainly, I 
was going to say three, maybe four basic speeches and 
this area would have been workers, coal miners of 
c~ntral Kentucky, agriculture, some agriculture here. 
RS: The Corps of Engineers. 
JH: Yeah, quite a bit. What was fascinating to me was to 
travel throughout the state. I had not before, I knew 
the state was settled in three different ways and it's 
predominated ever since because of the original settlement 
and the topography and what the people were able to do. 
Mountain humor to me was the greatest. Heard some of 
the most wonderful stories up in East Kentucky. It's 
like Switzerland, you know, the ones that kind of sit 
off in the little hilltop cabin, just had these wonderful 
senses of humor. And the poverty was so evident here in 
West Kentucky you weren't aware of the poverty. Everybody 
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was, school yards were neat and well-contained and here 
you go up the road and see an old model A in the side 
of the hill and no grass. So his, obviously his campaign 
had to appeal to different people's interest (telephone 
rings). Turn it off. 
RS: You worked a great deal with, with women, uh, !... JH: Yes.J 
you alone worked in the campaign on the womens' vote. 
Would you elaborate on that a little bit? 
JH: I was all of a sudden named womens' chairman (coughs). 
RS: was that part of your actual title? 
JH: Oh, I guess, don't ask me. I never did figure out my 
title. I was technically co-chairman but my friend Mr. 
Nunn said I was chairman of Womens' Activities. And 
women do comprise a big part of the vote. 
RS: What did you do especially to, uh, to bring the womens' 
vote in for Senator Cooper? 
JH: Well I went to teas, I went to goodness knows what all . 
I was amazed one time, we were outside somplace in East 
Kentucky, five minutes out of town they said, 11 Janet, 
would you talk?" I hadn't prepared a speech, I hadn't 
ddne anything. And I knew Eugene was 
there and he came up and said, "Oh, that was a wonderful 
speech." And I, to this day, don't know what I said 
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(laughter). But I just told the women they were the 
homemakers and they were interested in what their 
children were going to face and they should have a good 
voice in what was happening and I hoped they'd vote. 
RS: Where did you get your ideas for the, uh, •• 
JH: Off the top of my head, you know, five minutes out of 
town (laughs), you don't have time for many ideas. I 
panicked the first time I had to go and make a speech. 
I ean't even remember where that was. I should have 
kept a diary. I worried so about that speech and what 
I 1should try to tell people about what Senator Cooper 
had done. I set up for two nights I think. I got up 
there, no sense in reading notes, if you don't know it 
off the top of your head don't read a speech. You lose 
your audience. So you just kind of take your shoes off 
and say hi here I am if you have any questions I can 
hopefully answer for you. If I can I'll tell you. 
RS: · Naturally this being such a heavily Democratic state, 
uh, a good deal of emphasis had to be, uh, put upon, uh, 
winning over the Democrats to LJH: That's right.J 
Senator Cooper's way. 
JH: Now John Kerr was head of Democrats for Cooper and John, 
well quite a few people were. 
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RS: How do you spell his name? 
JH: (Spells) K-E-R-R. He has a funeral home in Lexington. 
A delightful man. You just had to talk for the record. 
It was embarrassing when people would say, 11Well we' 11 
vote for him because he's more Democrat than Republican. 
And I could only say well Senator Cooper is doing the 
best he can for the people of the state. Which is what 
he was doing. 
RS: But they didn't want to, uh, say he was just being a 
good Republican, L JH: They wanted •• • J bring him 
up on their side sometime. 
JH: Well they wanted to cover their vote (laughter). Let's 
face it (coughs). Still they'd say it's e:wful hard to 
vote for him even though he is a Republican cause he 
thinks like we Democrats do. Well if that made them 
happy and got him elected. 
RS: There was also a growing number of elected independents 
at that time, uh, what wasa.done to bring independent 
votes to Senator Cooper? pretty much the same thing? 
JH: Pretty much the same thing. I mean you had ¥Our student 
groups that were organized. You ever tripped over Ed 
Morrow? His grandfather or great grandfather use to be, 
I think, maybe governor . He was suppose to get (coughs) 
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students lined up but o •• 
RS: That didn't work quite as well as it was suppose to? 
JH: Well Ed was not too mature in his thinking. But it's 
interesting the number of people that you try to get 
interested all Democrats, women, students, steel workers, 
/ RS: Veterans._/ veterans. 
RS: Senator Cooper seem to put an awful lot of emphasis on 
veterans, himself being a veteran £JH: Yeah.J of the 
second world war. 
JH: And I was fascinated the people retain all the glory 
babk in Washington and say, 11 0h, we did, 11 this, that, 
and the other. Everytime I campaigned someone said, 
11Well now Senator Cooper got, 11 •-.1or~, ''JohfihShmEmag:o cgotruehe 
pension for my son, 11 or somebody back fo,wm, this is 
Vietnam then, wasn't it, what was it, I don't ••• 
It was good old Kitty Florence, who was originally from 
Louisville, and the case work. There again if you do 
good case work for people will remember that. They 
don't remember the legislation as much as something 
very personal like case work and I hope she appreciates 
it, all that she did. I don't know if I said that on 
the other tapes. She would write these little soldiers 
who were nerding around about something drab and she 
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said now say your prayers and write your mother and 
forged Senator Cooper's name (laughter). And Senator 
Cooper said, 11 I can't say that Miss Kitty." You know, 
one guy wrote, his mother wrote he didn't get enough 
milk in the army, and she wrote us back and thanked us 
cause now everytime he saw an officer,sthe officer made 
him drink a glass of milk (laughter). And she thought 
it was lowly and I thought on, don't you bet that kid 
wants to kill her. Kitty was a very earthy person but 
very practical and she said I know Senator Cooper won't 
s~gn this letter but he needs to be told, drink his 
milk and say his prayers and write his mother, something 
like that. 
RS: You've touched on it of course briefly thmoughout our 
interview so far but, uh, would you care to go into a 
little bit more detail on working with Louie Nunn, uh, 
in the campaign. How was he as far as a, uh, a leader 
within the campaign and, uh, how did his st~ategy in 
tactics, uh, aid or, uh, iajure perhaps in the, uh, 
overall campaign strategy of Senator Cooper? 
JH: Well it's Nfilnd mf hard for me to say because I was never 
included in much of i it. I really was not, well I was 
there but I was there so they had to include me on some. 
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Now, uh, Don Cooper, Edith Swain, uh, from Millsboro, 
uh, head of the paper there, delightful guy, there was 
a little group that did most the campaigning and battle 
planning and I was in on some of that but I was on the 
road too much of the time really to be in headquarters 
that much. And unfortunately, I don't think, as I said, 
Mr. Nunn caned about much whether I was around or not. 
So other than the original campaign strategy I just 
kind of played it by ear, had to. I know the cour~er 
Journal came in were giving, were doing an interview 
i 
o~ this lady that, had moved into my office and some 
of my good friends in Washington were there and they 
said, 11·:Aa::ee thereaany other women on the campaign?" 
And she said, "Oh no, I can't think of anybody." And 
these friends of mine said, add J for just, "How bout 
Janet, she is co - chairman? '1Oh yes. 11 So I did not 
have the most cooperation going. But, you know, you 
can't sit and whine about that. But it, uh, made you 
kind of grow up pretty fast. 
RS: would you say that was, uh, because you were a woman, 
was it because that he was more interested in it? 
JH: We had another woman they had picked out for the job, 
that the Cooper's picked out for me. 
RS : Do you recall who that was? 
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JH : Marge Crews . 
RS: And where was she from? 
JH: She was from Louisville and I haven't heard from her 
in a long time. But she had great aspirations for a 
while. I find most people who volunteer in political 
work have great aspirations and really dontt do the 
job that well. She talked a good game but when it came 
to doing, getting the work done it's a different story. 
And I shouldn't say that but she did not care for me a 
bit, however, we all have to be friends. 
i 
RS: For the sake of the campaign. 
JH: Yeah, 
RS : would you say there was a good deal of, uh, again I'm 
reiterating (break in tape). 
RS: Pat Nixon came to Lexington during the '60 campaign, 
had you known her previously? 
JH: No, I knew various and· ·s.ey,ral members of the staff but 
there again Mrs. Nixon cabinet officers' wives were there 
and it was the first time I'd ever talked into the 
microphone and all I could get was the feedback. And 
I k ept trying to, there were, Lord I don't know how 
man y thousand wome n was out at He nry Clay's or i g i nal 
home. 
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RS: On Richmond Road in Lexington. 
JH: Yeah, and I was having, again two minutes before the 
whole thing started said, "Janet you're going to introduce 
all these ladies," and I said Okay. Well, you know, you 
learn to punt real well. And the feedback was just 
awful, I couldn't tell if anyone was hearing and I 
remember one lady I introduced, Mrs. Eugene 
She'd gotten lost someplace, you know, when somebody 
you're introducing doesn't show you just say, "Oh well, 
gee I'm really sorry she's not here right now." (Laughter) 
what'd you do. But I later got to, by a fluk of some sort, 
included in a rally in Cincinnati and really talked to 
Mrs. Nixon more. That day was awful busy with all the 
campaign wives and all the people. Later I met Miss 
Henrietta Clay and I said I'm so glad to meet you and 
she said, '' I met you at that dinner," and I thought Lord 
I met 3,000 people that day (laughEer), sorry bout that. 
So I did my and finally arranged to say I'm 
so glad to see you. That's a good cover. 
RS: How did you find Mrs. Nixon as, as a person to talk with? 
JH: She was one of the warmest, most charming people I've 
ever met. She obviously was tired from campaigning, 
e~erybody was. But she was talking about b e ing in 
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Saudi Arabia someplace and them serving their delicacy, 
which was sheep's eyes f_ RS: (Laughs.)_/ boiled or 
baked or whatever they did with them and she said you 
just, you couldn't insult your host so you ate um. 
But I really was entranced with her much mo~e so than, 
I'd met Mr. Nixon, President Nixon. 
RS: When did you meet him? 
JH: Who knows, he was working in the Senate. course I'd 
known Jack Kennedy. That was no problem at all to 
campaign against him cause his record in the Senate was 
sd lousy. Oh he ran on his reputation in general. But 
he'd never get the votes. Later I could not vote for 
President Nixon. 
RS: Why is that? 
JH: I can't exactly tell you why, it was just a gut feeling. 
I hate somebody that whines and he started whining. 
If you did something, say you did it, this is long before 
Watergate. I just liked somebody not pull an old Cocker 
Spaniel out and say it was the ggg~s fault or my ••. I 
don't know why. But as opposed to Kennedy I could very 
easy allotted Kennedy as a president. We use to laugh, 
little old ladies would take over the Senate, he had 
full smile profile . He had it down so pat. Never was 
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there for an important vote and then his personal 
reputation was not good. I thought oh Lord if he's 
president, just wrap it up. And you have people eulogize 
him so now and trying to resurrect poor old Teddy. It's 
just for the pits. But I think it was the people who 
were in power when Jack Kennedy was in that miss that 
power. Cause there is a power working in the White House 
and they're all busy, ones that were in with Ted and Bobby, 
or Jack and Bobby or the new ones that want to get in are 
feeding his ego. He's got quite a bit of it. 
RS: oi a little bit of both perhaps. 
JH: Uhi huh. So I think it's sad, I think he should just 
wrap the whole thing up. 
RS: Did you know Mrs. Kennedy? 
JH: I met her, she was a neighbor. I just saw her a couple 
of times. She and Mrs. Cooper, of course, were good 
friends and I met Ethel a couple of times. But when 
you're working you're not quite on the same social plane. 
RS: There's a good deal of that in Washington, especially I 
would think. 
JH: Um, mmm, right. But Mrs. Cooper was so dear to me, she 
included me in so many things that I couldn't even say 
at the office because I didn't want to cause any friction 
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that I was included. Oh I met some fascinating people 
through being included at dinners and I always felt 
like the most gauche soul in the world with my little 
East Kentucky outfit on and everyone in their Paris 
ooriginals. But she was very nice to me, both of them were. 
RS: Anyone in particular that stands out, uh, besides them, 
people that you met while in Washington? 
JH: There's so many. I was embarrassed one time there was 
someone from Louisville who was quite a well-known 
business man in Louisville and I took him over to the 
S~nate reception room cause he wanted to see the Senator 
Cooper. The Senator, we always just called him the 
Senator or the Judge. · Mrs. Cooper called him the Judge 
and, uh 
RS: Nickname from the '30's, was it not? 
JH: Oh then we called him himself. So, and I took this 
gentleman over to see the Senator and he stopped on 
the way to the reception room and said, "Oh, there's 
Stewart Simonton, ,r ,roh there's this one," "Oh there's 
that one. 11 And, you know, when you trip over them 
everyday you're not that impressed and he really brought 
me up short. That I was looking at all these figures 
that were written up in the paper everyday and they to 
Janet Seaton Humphrey 22 
me were so everyday, you just didn't pay any attention. 
It was kind of embarrassing really. But then made you 
realize what a stimulating environment it was. Presidents 
of companies coming in, C&O, you name it. ''Oh hi there 
Joe, how are you?" I never did that, that's why I was 
there so long. But, uh, it really was fascinating. 
RS: Allow me to digress just a moment to, back to the '60 
campaign. Uh, how did the Democrats conduct their 
campaign, from your point of view? 
JH: Well it's hara to tell because you're too involved in 
RS: 
i 
your own campaign. Uh~ we were very concerned, cou~se 
the Courier Journal is well been, long been a Democrat 
backed paper. But the Binghams and the paper came out, 
even the paper came out with an editorial for Senator 
Cooper. But we noticed when they report, when Jack 
Kennedy was suppose to come, for instance, to Kentucky, 
they would say how many thousand people were there. 
We'd kind of go out and chase, you know, case the crowd. 
rt was a quarter of the crowd but the papers, Jack 
Kennedy played the press beautifully, and I noticed 
that particularly, we had a, at that point it was UPS 
or UPI, AP, what are the three syndicates? 
JH: No, UPI went in, well anyway one guy, well the three 
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that covered this area of the tri - state . For instance, 
Southern Ohio, Northern Kentucky, uh, I'd say western 
Indiana, Eastern Indiana, all after the campaign was 
over ended up with the plumiest jobs. One was with the 
CABE, one was taken to the White House. Jack Kennedy, 
I will say, paid people off very well and this is just 
four or five newsmen that I knew that covered our state. 
It's fascinating to see how they, uh, ended up, well 
in top departmential positions. 
RS: Who headed the public relations for the Cooper campaign 
in j I 60? 
JH: That was Jack Purcell, well in Washington . Maurice Henry 
was the guy I was trying to think of in Millsboro and 
he handled the press. Jack came down did some, well 
headquarters whoever happened to be there. When 
Senator Cooper would call in and dictate something 
most of the gals were scared to death to talk to him 
and take dictation over the phone. He never dictated 
to me but I ended up taking his speeches. But you didn't 
have to worry, people were just going, the papers would 
call in, I would say just off h a nd, it was either Don 
Cooper or Ma u r i ce , it ' s hard to say Edith Swain did 
a lot of i t too . 
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RS: Course he had that experience in Danville I guess with 
the newspaper there. 
JH: Maurice was head of the Millsboro, he's an advocate. 
RS: Uh, there was, uh, basically a clean campaign by the 
Democrats, with the possible exception of, uh, jacking 
up the size of the crowds? 
JH: Well as I say unfortunately, I was travelling so doggone 
much that, oh I think they were the ones who handed 
Cooper propaganda around opening day. And in the past 
Ruth who had been his secretary in the U.N. 
arid then went to India and then his secretary in the 
Senate said in the past nasty little people would come 
up in back of the crowd and have a bottle hidden under 
a newspaper and say, 11Where' s the Senator, give him this 
bottle real fast. 11 And she'd say out. I couldn't even, 
well this time I could smoke cause I used my cigarette 
holder, in the past Ruth could not smoke on the campaign 
trail. 
RS: Unladylike I suppose. 
JH: 'WTell you know this rural area. Louie was having fits 
that Mrs. Morgan came down and had a mink coat on her 
knees. So believe me I wore my cloth. Uh, another 
time , maybe you've tripped over this, mayb e you haventt 
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The Democrat Party put trails on Mrs. Cooper and the 
Senator. I heard all about that. Well quite a few 
times I think she got a little bit hyper. You're 
never sure when your phone's bugged. I know mine was 
in Louisville some. It's kind of unnerving but 
RS: Who do you think, the Democrats were bugging? 
JH: Oh yeah, oh campaign tactics are interesting but earlier 
in one of Senator Cooper's campaigns when the much 
married Cooper paper came out, have you tripped over that? 
RS: That is, uh, that appeared in several newspapers, didntt it? 
JH: W~ll that. 
RS: Well in one form or another? 
JH: Yeah, but that was before this campaign. 
RS: Brought up, did that bring up his, uh, first marriage? 
JH: His first marriage, well see sheud been married twice 
before. 
RS : It was Pat • 
JH: Pardon? 
RS: I believe her name was Pat. 
JH: Her middle name, her original name was Rowan. I don't 
know his first wife's name. It was just unfortunate, 
it was a war marriage. 
RS : That's what I was thinking. 
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JH: And, you know, she arrived in Somerset in her little 
Red Cross outfit or something and they 
RS: They were playing up the fact,uhh, Lorraine Cooper was 
married several times. 
JH: Lorraine, everytime Lorraine went out and, or John 
Sherman walked out the door they was somebody trailing 
them and she knew it. 
RS: What were they hoping to, hoping to accomplish by that? 
JH: Who knows. Obviously more than they ever got. They'd 
do anything they could do that would be damaging. I 
know Louie talked about being on a plane, making sure 
he sat in front of somebody working on the Democrat 
campaign cause on the plane, you know, you just king 
of talk and hoping to overhear their strategy. It's 
amusing when you're in a campaigno I'd be out with 
friends for dinner and I'd be talking to the friends 
at the table and I could hear what was going on three 
tables away. Cause Kentuckians, they love their politics. 
RS: Uh, after the campaign what did you do? 
JH: Collasped L.-RS: (Laughs.)_/. I felt so sorry for 
people who'd campaigned and lost because when you've 
been working at that speed and intensity night aid day 
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won. And it'd be just awful to have to go up and pack 
up, go back home and say we lost. Oh, first of all I 
got a strep throat. So it took me a little while and 
went back to Washington_ Oh, I cleared out the office, 
everybody else left and I was the one left with sending 
everybody's dirty shirts to them. Goodness knows what 
all, cleaning up all the, well just winding down the 
headquarters (coughs), excuse me. So I went back to 
Washington and was rehired and went back to work in 
his office. 
w:tlat did you do primarily once you went back to Washington? 
Open mail. 
Open mail? 
Gopher, oh I opened mail, I answered all the calls, 
directed all of that. Uh, unfortunately, the front 
desk, when you've got a couple hundred people in a day 
and goodness knows how many phone calls, you can't do 
anything very substantive. And Senator Cooper said he'd 
like for me to do something more substantive but he 
valued me in the front desk. So I was kind of stutR. 
Oh, now he, I wouldn't bother him with problems so I 
got to chaffeur him or visiting Indians who were in 
town, I ndia Indi a ns . 
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RS: From India . 
JH: Urn, rnrnrn. He kept, he'd say they don't realize I'm still 
not the Ambassador. So they would come . I think I 
said in the tapes, catagorized our visitors as Kentuckians, 
Pulaski Countians, old army buddies, old Yale buddies, 
and Indians . 
RS: The Indians, from readings I've had, certainly had a 
great deal of respect for Senator Cooper, Neru certainly did . 
JH: Oh a very great respect. Uh, even when, uh, when George 
Bundy wasn't worrying about things going on in India, he 
s,hd, until he saw what Senator Cooper had to say about 
it. Then he got worried and he was Ambassador. But the 
Indians were fascinating but very hard to deal with. 
They are so haughty and I found out eventually if they 
had to wait more than two seconds their feelings were 
hurt. And Senator Cooper said, ''They just have to realize 
I' rn working for my state now. 11 When I, having to try to 
placate the biggest industrialist in India for five hours 
saying oh would you like more tea?i RS: (Laughs.) J . 
And then he finally stomps out of the office a Well 
there's only so much tea you can pour down them (laughter) . 
Oh, and I didn't realize till later it was because they 
are so sensitive that they got so haughty . I said 
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something to Senator one day, he liked to have me drive 
him because I refused to bring upomffice work and that's 
why he liked it because we'd talk about all the characters 
and that was his time to relax. Mrs. Cooper always had 
a busy evening social schedule and then he had, he tried 
hard to get to every reception. There'd be five a night 
and then a state type dinnero So driving home in all 
the rush hour traffic I'd always try to talk about, well 
you remember old so-and-so. You know he didn't need to 
hear anybody else that hopped a ride with us to be 
i I I I 
telling him all the office problems. And I thought the 
poor man needs a · few minutes y.ust to relax. 
RS: What else did he do to relax? 
JH: He always went to the Senate gym everyday. He was in 
great physical training. Toward the end of the day the 
head of the gym would say, 11 could you bring Senator 
Cooper's clothes over?" That was great. That was about, 
he didn't have time. Mrs. Cooper would try to get him 
out of town, some of her social friends over the 
weekend and he was charming I'm sure. But when you 
work from, oh whenever he managed to come into the 
office in the morning, hearings usually started at nine. 
The Senate, when I was first there, the Senate off and 
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on till after midnight. You've got five receptions to 
go to and three state dinners to go to, some embassey 
or another, and you want to do your homework, you don't 
have much time to play handball or anything else. You 
really don't, what people don't understand are the demands 
on a public figure's life. It would be bad enough to 
be a Congressman but everyone, every invitation Senator 
Cooper had to turn down whether it was the Farm Bureau 
or whoever, feelings would get hurt. And he was so 
. ; conscientious, he tried to attend all of them. He got, 
lie was very good at going in and saying 11 hi 11 and making 
an appearance and then going on to the next one. But 
it is lethal and then, in Congress it's bad enough and 
the House all the constituents think, 11 0h we know good 
old so-and-so, 11 and they want to be taken out for a 
night on the town. And god love Mrs. Cooper, she 
would have big recewtions and teas for any big group 
that she could. They might show up andhour ~arrey or 
two hours late or something. But people talk about 
the expense, the high price salary, the salaries do 
not compensate what comes out of the pocket to entertain 
the old fblks back home. And that's the name of the 
game unfortunately. 
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RS: You, uh, you stayed in the office till '67, did you not? 
JH: I left in '67, the fall, went in the party coordinating 
business. 
RS: The, uh, that time is characterized primarily as, on 
the national, international scene in American politics 
by civil rights movement and, uh, the Vietnam War. How 
much of that came into play in what you did and what 
you could see at least in Senator Cooper's office? 
JH: Well I think he had more amendments in the Civil Rights 
Act than anybody else on the hill and I got so ticked 
off, I'd have tornun down to the NAACP or the Civil 
Rights or wherever headquarters with bills that he was 
going to propose and these two little ladies would say, 
"Wait there just a minute. 11 I couldn't get an elevator 
to take it up to the office because they were too busy 
talking. And I begin to say to the Senator I'm not sure 
about this bill (laughter). rt was, uh, and the Vietnam 
War well, or Korean wasn't it, Vietnamese? 
RS: Vietnam. 
JH: Well of course you're dealing with people that are having 
casualties and problems and my dealings were more one on 
one people and, you know, trying to get so-and-so's body 
back. But I tell you if there ever was a stinker, it 
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was ours. I shouldn't say it but I was never so happy 
in my life when, it was in '60 Gary Powers was shot down 
in the U-2. Its got to be ours he was in Kentucky, but 
he moved to Virginia or Senator Cooper's office would 
still be knee deep in, trying to get him free from prison. 
We had some lulus. What I was going to say earlier, 
Senator Cooper said, I said Senator I just ao not 
understand your Indians, ana he said, 11 You know frankly 
I h:ever aia either~ Saia, 11 The oriental mina runs on a 
parellel track with ours and no matter how long you talk 
th~re's just no conversions . " That made me feel a little 
better, not much. 
RS: Did you think Senator Cooper much of a philosopher? 
JH: In his own way. 
RS: Do you think that perhaps contributed to his, uh, high 
respect in India? 
JH: I would say probably. But he is a very humane man, he 
is a very just man ana they were use to p&litical appointees, 
I think, ana appreciated someone who was honest ana tried 
to ao the best they could for the Indians and the Indians 
of course when they came back to the states were so 
happy to have a door, a foot into a door to get air or 
whatever that they just flocked to the office . Now I 
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know one night, excuse me. One night I will never 
forget I had an Indian that was, he had a tick. It 
was kind of twitching in one form, this was 6:30 at 
night and this man came in and wanted to see the Senator 
and the Senator was dictating or on the floor or 
something and I didn't pay much attention to the man. 
He was nervous. But I was so business kind of watching 
the Indian with the tick !... RS: (Laughsa)_/ . And this 
man finally got into see the Senator and he had worked 
for a State Department in India and was very warped and 
threatened to kill Senator that night. Now how would 
you feel to let that man in the door. And Senator, I 
took him home that night, we frunally got rid of the guy. 
It was kind of eerie. Our office fortunately, didn't 
have the life threats that a lot of them did, we did a 
few. And when Senator said, "Well I tried to decide who 
to ring for," - aa.use he ;_;_had a button under his desk. I 
wasn't paying any attention. "Whether Bailey could 
hit him at the knees or Dick was bigger." 
But the man did leave and I think Senator Cooper, cause 
he said, ''I tried so hard to help that man in India with 
his claim and he just is sick . " But I really think the 
Senator was afraid to get out of the car that night. 
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He said, "You don't think that guy is going to be hiding 
behind a tree, do you?" Well that made me feel great 
driving him home. I don't think so Senator, he wouldn't 
know my car. 
RS: You knew, uh, Senator Bush and his wife. 
JH: They were very good friends of the Coopers. Senator 
Bush was, I think a classmate at Yale. He was also one 
of the few I really respected and Mrs. Bush was delightful. 
RS: I understand your, your first blind date was with, uh, 
current Vice President George Bush. 
JH: That's right. I was at prep school and I was invited, 
uh, asked to the prom, he was my blind date. His 
nickname when he was at Andover was ''Poppy." Don't 
ask me why or how. And I remember him as being kind of 
short and when I, a couple of years ago I saw him in 
Florida. He had grown {laughter). I said, "Oh hi," 
this is before he was Vice President. I said you don't 
remember me but you had the dubious distinction of being 
my first blind date. He said, "You went to Andover.,; 
I said how did you guess (laughter). Oh clucksey here. 
But he's I think a very delightful, charming man and 
knowing the family. 
RS: Where did you all go on your first blind date? 
Janet Seaton Humphrey 35 
JH: Oh to the Abbott Academy prom, big deal CRS: (Laughs . )_/. 
Wh~re you had to have your evening dress approved by the 
chaperones . If it was too low cut, forget it kid 
(laughter). It was, uh, not the most scintilating 
occasion in the world but, uh, Abbott was next door to 
Andover and is now part of Andover . For which I'm sorry, 
it was the oldest womens prep school in the country 
supposedly and, uh, during that unisex thing it became 
part of Andover . But he, I guess he was a class or two 
ahead of me. Never saw him again other than a few times 
campaigning . 
RS : Did he seem like he was interested in a, uh, political 
career at that time or did you • •. 
JH: Oh laudsey, who knows. When you're a junior in high 
school or a, yeah a junior in high school I just thought 
gee he was a nice date and, uh, very personable but that 
was it. 
RS. .. Did you have the, uh, any other, uh, well - known people 
that you were, uh, as dates while you were up there? 
JH : Well not at that time, I'm not sure I have since. Oh 
I've met some, no sense in going in to all that . 
h e was a good f r iend, uh , 
fee lings like th a t . 
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RS: What did you do a .fter you left Senator Cooper's office? 
JH: During the 660's, let's see he ran in '66. 
RS: Last full term. 
JH: Yeah, uh, I was asked to put on a party for one whole 
congressional District and Mrs. Coo~er had met this gal 
who was in the party coordinating business. So we flew 
to tevi Jackson State Park and looked at it and decided 
where to have the party (coughs). And then brought 
down all the supplies and things we needed. Stayed in 
London, Kentucky and can you believe counting volunteers 
anb looking at a whole motel room full of nothing but 
bullooas f... RS : (Laughs.)_/. It was unreal. It's a 
little hard to coordinate a party at Levi Jackson State 
Park but then I knew my mother was not well, I was going 
to have to come back to Kentucky and administer her estate. 
So it gave a wonderful out. The girl I was with really 
didn't know what she wanted to do with her business. 
But the week I left we had a party for the State Department 
and the Israel war came out so that got cancelled. Oh we 
had a party for the , We had a party for the 
Coopers. We really had a great clientele but I just had 
to come pack to Kentucky. rt was fascinating cause we'd 
done parties for the State Department, French Embassey 
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and I saw the other side of political life. I preferred 
the life on the hill then talking to the wives at the 
embasseys or state department or whatever . But it was, 
it was an interesting job. I kmmd of figgned I'd been 
in the Senator's office long enough. It's time to do 
something else. 
RS : So you came back to Kentucky and • •• 
JH: Well my, I had to come back and hospital sit. 
RS: What did you do after that? 
JH: Well I'm trying to decide what to do with this fool 
hduse. 
RS: :{Laughs) it's a beautiful house . 
JH : Well yes but when you have this much room and all the 
drawers are full and every trunk in the attic and the 
attic is full of trunks. And they're all full of 
priceless clothing. I've had people from Washington 
down, I've had, I don't know who many galleries and 
then I, well I've been going to Florida in the winter. 
Then when I broke my neck I really have to go to Florida. 
cause the climate doesn't agree. 
RS: How did you break your neck? 
JH: I fell down those creaky steps . I had a long dress I 
backed off the head of the steps and fell backwards . 
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So I'm not paralyzed now, I'm suppose to be dead or 
paralyzed now and I'm not . 
RS: I would say not. 
JH : No (laughter) . one reason why I took up knitting, however . 
But it's, uh, •• 
RS: Do you find that theraputic? 
JH: Yeah, i t ;: get. s my hands moving better, that or needlepoint. 
Just, uh, trying to figure out what all there has been. 
Uh, what I'm going to do with it . It's time consuming 
and I do have a few house guests here and there . Bout 
s~ven since last Friday. 
RS: Do you still stay in contact with allot of people that 
you knew, uh, in the political scene in Washington? 
JH : (Coughs) still stay in touch with quite a few in Senator 
Cooper's office, not as many as I'd like to . Occasionally 
out of the blue somebody like or 
wife will call and say hi, ~h~taare you doing? 
Kitty Florence I'm in the most contact with, uh, 
RS: What does she do now? 
JH: She's retired, she's got very bad arthritis. But Senator 
Cooper depended on her to do a lot of, kmnd of freelance 
work for him, typing . But her hands a re such now tha t 
she c ah t t do, s he did case work in the office . Uh, I 
re a lly keep up with q uite a few of th em. It's a ve r y 
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interesting place cause most everybody there, well anybody 
you'd go meet at a party for instance, has had I would say 
at least an undergraduate degree from college as opposed 
to a lot of cocktail parties you can go to and people 
don't know their first names. The conversations were 
always so stimulating. You trip over somebody in some 
other Senate office or somebody at the State Department 
or world bank and it's a very innovating, not innovating, 
invigorating, uh, climate to be int And I do miss it. 
RS: Any hopes of ever going back to it? 
JH: I bouldn't stand to live in Washington. No, it was a 
period in my life that I loved and you can't relive a 
past experience. You just got to go on and do other 
things. 
RS: Are there any, uh, anecdotes that stand out in your mind 
you might like to share~ especially tegarding Senator 
Cooper, uh, while you worked there in his office during 
the campaign? 
JH: Golly there's so many it's hard to think of any one. 
As I said earlier I think the people that live in East 
Kentucky on the whole have a better sense of humor. It's 
what I call Mountain People, they're more isolated and 
they're dependent on it and he had a very aroll sense 
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of humor which just fr,actured me but a lot of people 
didn't understand it. I happened to. But the, I think 
you read, heard probably on the tape bout the good old 
Reverend Jimmy Dale. Oh he was something else and I 
would have to put up with him for hours and he'd dogtail 
the Senator all over the capitol. And Senator Cooper 
took the greatest delight in taking him around tommeet 
Senator Bush and Senator Bush from Connecticut never seen 
anything like this (laughter). His plastic stetson on 
and his blue coat that had now turned purple. Uh, but 
SE:lnM:.or Cooper said that just ~iil.nel ofrngave him release. 
He didn't have to worry and he was always, he was 
fascinated by people as am I, but he enjoyed it. But I 
had to put up with him for ten hours. And there was 
another man that had the hots for, uh, the widow Barkley. 
I can't remember his name now, and he would come and set 
in the office. And the local police would call and say 
hey, did you know so-and-so is standing on the corner 
with a box of candy and a bunch of flowers (laughter) 
and says he's going to go see the widow Barkley, and I'd 
say yeah he's one of ours too. And he'd want to call the 
widow Barkley so I'd just call my home phone cause nobody 
was there. I'd say here I'll dial it for you, you answer . 
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Uh, (laughter) you learn a lot of dogges, uh, it's kind 
of hard to say any one particular anecdote cause there 
was just so many classics that did happen. 
RS: What are your plans for the future? 
JH: Well getting packed and going to Florida, getting a 
divorce (laughter). This winter I'm going to be working 
for a friend who is opening a real estate office. 
RS: Is that in Florida? 
JH: Um, mmm. That is going to be part time but I mean it's 
good. I don't like to be not busy, doing nothing. Wait 
an;d see. I think some of my, I don't want to call them 
stepchildren cause they didn't like the term. Some of 
my children want to co~e and stay with meq They want 
to live with me which is very flattering. Guess it's 
like , you just grow whatever you do whatever. 
RS: Is there anything else you think should be added to this 
interview? 
JH: At midnight I'll probably think of a million things. 
I think there again in the tapes I said, no matter when 
I took a visitor over to the Senate floor or had to go 
over myself and there was a new guy driving a trolley or 
new doorman, they'd say who do you work for. I'd s ay 
Senator Cooper and they'd say oh he's such a nice man . 
He had the respect . You could work for a lot of people 
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and they'd say oh. But, I think there again I said on 
the tapes. Three o'clock one morning Senator got out 
and he went around and personally thanked every door-
keeper for being so nice to him and his guests and 
mighty few people at three o'clock in the morning, when 
you've been there since seven take thettime. He was 
really a very humble man and a very sincere man. 
RS: I thank you very much Mrs. Humphrey. 
